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Plenary Inspiration 


Plenary Inspiration Does Not Mean Dictation 
‘The Church, then, has held from the beginning that the Bible is the Word of God in 


such a sense that its words, though written by men and having indelibly impressed 
upon them the marks of human origin, were written, nevertheless, under such 
an influence of the Holy Ghost as to be also the words of God, the adequate expression of 
His mind and will. It has always recognized that this conception of co-authorship implies 
that the Spirit's superintendence extends to the choice of the words by the human authors 
(it ought to be unnecessary to protest again against the habit of representing the advo- 
cates of ‘‘verbal inspiration” as teaching that the mode of inspiration was by dictation), 
and preserves its product from everything inconsistent with a divine authorship—thus 
securing, among other things, that entire truthfulness which is everywhere presupposed 
in and asserted for Scripture by the Biblical writers (inerrancy). Whatever minor varia- 
tions may now and again have entered into the mode of statement, this has always been 
the core of the church doctrine of inspiration. And along with many other modes of com- 
mending and defending it, the primary ground on which it has been held by the Church 
as the true doctrine is that it is the doctrine of the Biblical writers themselves, and has 
therefore the whole mass of evidence for it which goes to show that the Biblical writers 
are trustworthy as doctrinal guides. It is the testimony of the Bible itself to its own origin 
and character as the oracles of the most high, that has led the Church to her acceptance of 
it as such, and her dependence on it, not only for her doctrine of Scripture, but for the 
whole body of her doctrinal teaching, which is looked upon by her as divine because 
drawn from this divinely given fountain of truth.”’ 
B. B. WARFIELD 
The Inspiration and Authority of the Bible 
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EDITORIAL 


God’s Answer 
To Death 


When the noted skeptic, Clarence Darrow, re- 
turned to visit the little village and Church where 
he was reared, he complained of the “general 
conspiracy to keep silence about that event which 
awaits us all.’”’ Well God is not a part to this gener- 
al conspiracy. He has manifested His gracious pur- 
pose to abolish death by the appearing of Christ 
Jesus, and has brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel. 


The human race may be compared to a group 
of children gathered in a circle about a common 
center. That center which we all face is the fear 
of death. But it is just this fear which Christ 
came to face with and for us. By tasting death for 
every man He drew its string. For the sting of 
death is sin; and the power of sin is the law. But 
thanks be unto God who gives us the victory 
through Jesus Christ: Who was delivered up for 
our transgressions and raised for our justification. 


Some have sought an answer to the mystery of 
death in man’s well-nigh universal belief in an- 
other life. Some have found intimations of im- 
mortality in nature. Some read Plato’s arguments 
for the immortality of Socrates. But when one 
comes face to face with the grim reaper the word 
that counts is the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Death like a mighty avalanche swept everything 
before it until it came to Him. In His resurrection, 
the mighty avalanche of death was met and con- 
quered. And His victory is the sign and the 
harbinger of ours: Christ the first-fruits and they 
that are Christ’s at His coming. His resurrection 
is the first fair flower that promises the myriad 
birds and the blossoms of the Spring. 


When we are considering immortality why should 
we begin with the temporary things of this life? 


Is it not more reasonable to begin with Him Whose 
years shall not fail? The eternal life was with the 
Father and He has given it unto us in His Son. 
Accordingly, he that has the Son has the life and 
he that has not the Son of God has not the life. 
He came to earth that we might participate in the 
eternal life which is with the Father and with His 
Son Jesus Christ. 


The coming of Jesus Christ, His death for our 
sins, and His resurrection as the first fruits of 
them that sleep are all historical events. Hence we 
come to share in this life by listening to the testi- 
mony of those who were with Jesus. Their testi- 
mony to the Risen Redeemer is the New Testa- 
ment. Listen to the testimony of primitive disciples, 
if you would enter into the fellowship that death 
does not conquer. 


The disciples affirm: that which we have seen, 
and heard, and our hands have handled declare 
we unto you that you may have partnership with 
us in this death-conquering-life. 


There is a fine list of eye-witnesses to the resur- 
rection of Christ in I Corinthians beginning with 
Peter and reaching a climax in more than five hund- 
red brethren who saw Him at one time—of whom 
the greater part were alive when the Epistle was 
written. The testimony of those who heard is 
found in such passages as Matthew 28.18-20 and 
Luke 24.25-27, 34-49. Matthew the Publican could 
no more have fabricated the Great Commission than 
he could have made up the Sermon on the Mount. 
The Saviour of the World spake the one as truly 
as the other. 


To the testimony of sight and hearing there is 
added that of touch. When a dearly loved friend 
returns from a dangerous mission, his friends clasp 
him to their hearts. Jesus said, “Handle me and 
see; for a spirit has not flesh and bones as ye behold 
me having.” “And they came and took hold of His 
feet, and worshipped Him.” “That which we beheld 
and our hands handled, concerning the Word of 
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Life.” According to a number of our best exegetes, 
what the Risen Lord said to Mary was not, 
‘Touch me not’; but rather, “Do not continue to 
cling to me, for I must ascend to My Father and 
your Father and to My God and your God.” He 
was to ascend to the right hand of the Father that 
in the Holy Spirit He might be not only with 
Mary but with everyone of His people, everywhere, 
all the time. That He might graciously call and 
keep His sheep here, take them where He shepherds 
them there, finally call them bodily from their 


graves that they may the glory of His Resurrection 
share. —Wnm.C.R. 


Shall We Remove A Wart From A Patient 


Dying With An Internal 
HemorrhageP 


We recently operated on a patient for an 
obvious condition which needed surgical correction, 
but which did not involve a question of life or 


death. 


After opening the abdomen a carcinoma of the 
colon was found, well advanced but still com- 
pletely operable. Plans for the first aperation 
were immediately abandoned and a radical resection 
of the colon was carried out, with strong reason 
for believing that the cancer was entirely removed 
and the patient cured. 


Does this not have an obvious counterpart in 
the realm of Christian work today? Only too often 
we are spending our time and effort on desirable 
social and economic changes while we ignore the 


fact that man is in this world for a few decades. 
only, and that his eternal destiny is being determin- 


ed, not by his social advantages, economic security, 
or racial privileges, but rather by whether he is 
born again through faith in the redeeming work 


of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Christ made this difference crystal clear when he 
said, “For what is a man profited if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 


The welfare of his soul is man’s primary need, 
compared with which everything else in this world 


pales into complete and absolute insignificance. — 


Where man recognizes this need its amswer is 
found in Jesus Christ, the divine son of God. Where 
the Church recognizes her primary mission’ she 
preaches and lives Him as Saviour, the only hope 
of the individual and of the world. 


Only too often Christian work has concerned 
itself with the plastic surgery of improved living 
conditions for people in this world, while losing 
sight of the fact that mankind is dying from the 
cancer of sin in the heart, a cancer which has a sure 
cure—the blood of Jesus Christ shed on Calvary. 


No reputable surgeon would perform an oper- 
ation for the comfort or looks of the patient and 
at the same time leave untouched a cancer which, 
untreated, means sure death. 


Can Christians and the Church do less? 
—L.N.B. 


Rambling In Ephesians 
Or 


(The Worlds Largest Jewelry Store) 


Introduction 


I like to think of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 
as a great jewelry store. The difference between 
this marvellous book and an ordinary jewelry store 
is two-fold: (1) The jewels are far more precious 
that any earthly jewels, and (2) We can make 
these jewels ours without money and _ without 
price. 

T heme 

Chapter 3:8: 

“The Unsearchable Riches of Christ.” This 
word, “‘unsearchable” has been variously translated : 
literally, it means, “not tracked out,” “untraceable,” 


“inexhaustible,” “unfathomable.” “Of Christ”: The 
book centers in Him. 


Outline (Suggestive) 
Salutation: 1:1,2. 
I. Our Calling: Chapters 1-3 


II. Our Walk, (Life) Chapters 4-6. 


(The book divides itself into these two parts, 
the doctrinal part, and the practical part). 


I. Our Calling: 


1. A great and blessed Salvation: 1:3-23. A 
doxology. 


2. A great and blessed Quickening (Make 
alive): 2:1-18. 


3. A great and blessed Fellowship (The 
Church): 2:19-3:21. 
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II. Our Walk (Life): Chapters 4-6. 
1. Our walk in the Church: 4:1-16. 
2. Our walk in the world: 4:17-5:20. 


3. Our walk in the home: 5:21-6:9. | 
4. Our walk on the battlefield: 6:10-20. 


Personal message and closing prayer. 
—J.K.P. 


His Hand Clave 
Unto The Sword 


“He arose, and smote the Philistines until his 
hand was weary, and his hand clave unto the 
sword: and the Lord wrought a great victory 
that day.” (II Sam. 23:10). Thus the Scriptures 
speak of Eleazar, one of the mighty men of David, 
king of Israel. 


May God give us such mighty men today; ser- 
vants of the King of kings, whose hands will wield 
the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God; 
who, though weary in battle, will cleave unto the 
Sword. Eleazar did not daintily clasp his weapon 
between thumb and fore-finger, but the hilt was 
firmly encircled by his mighty hand. So indeed must 
soldiers of the Cross grip the Sword of truth with 


the strong hand of faith, placing the thumb on 
“in the beginning God,” enfolding the Scriptures 
until the fingers overlap at “even so come, Lord 
Jesus,” cleaving with unwavering confidence to the 
sharp, two-edged sword; the time-tested, untarnish- 
ed, gleaming blade of Truth as revealed in the 
Word of God from Genesis through Revelation. 
No other blade can penetrate the armor of in- 
difference, pierce the flesh of self, divide the bone 
of guilt and reveal the cancerous marrow of sin 
and corruption, cast down every stronghold, and 
bring every thought obedient captive to Christ. 


The broken blade of Modernism, dulled by 
doubts, nicked and gapped by higher criticism, 
wielded by half-hearted men who seek to please 
hoth God and Mammon, can never put to flight the 
hosts of demons that have already enslaved the 
souls of men; that have penetrated the fortress of 
our faith and usurped the throne of Christ. 


With faces toward the foe, fearing only God 
and hating only sin, may there rise up men of God 
who will wear the whole armor of God, and wield 
the sword of truth till the battle is over. May every 
minister of Christ, and every soldier in the army 
of the living God merit the epitaph of Eleazar: 

“His hand clave unto the Sword: 


And the Lord wrought a great victory!” 
—H.L.L. 


Christians May Limp 


It was recently our privilege to be one of a 
number of doctors who were the invited guests at a 
layman’s meeting in a certain church. The leader, 
himself a physician, had decided that for several 
months there should be presented a history of the 
Christian Church and an outline of the distinctive 
beliefs of Christianity. 


The local rector was the speaker for the first 
evening. In his prefacing remarks he made one of 
the finest and clearest statements on the deity of 
Christ that we have ever heard; His pre-existence, 
His being one in the Trinity, His incarnation in 
the flesh, His death and His bodily resurrection as 
crowning proof of His deity. 


That this man is a Christian is absolutely cer- 
tain. That his Christian testimony was impaired we 
already were aware of but not of the reason. 
During the course of his discussion he was asked 
by one of his parishioners whether he had heard 
him aright on a previous Sunday when he had 
said that he doubted if Jesus ever turned water 
to wine. His reply was, “Yes, I doubt that and 
also the other miracles John records in his gospel. 
John was so anxious to prove the deity of the Lord 
that I do not think he hesitated to fabricate sup- 
posed miracles to substantiate his claim.” 


When the meeting was over we left a vestryman 
in earnest conversation with his rector, remonstrat- 
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ing with him in no uncertain terms for his unwar- 
ranted remarks about both the writings and the 
character of the writer of the fourth gospel. 


Why mention this incident? Because it is in 
some measure typical of the problem abroad in the 
Church. There are many men in positions of leader- 
ship about whose Christianity there is not the slight- 
est doubt. They believe in and accept Jesus Christ 
as their divine Lord and Saviour. But, owing to 
the training they have received, the books they have 
read and the illusion they hold with reference to 
the untrustworthiness of much of the Bible they 
om limping when they should be leading in the 
ight. 


The Christian warfare will never be carried to 
a successful conclusion by use of the carnal weapon 
of an intellectualism which depends on the vagaries 
of human reason. Rather the battle is won by a 
dedicated faith in the Sword of the Spirit, the Word 
of God. 


This can be scientifically demonstrated by any 
who will make the test. Take a man who is not 
a Christian but who is under the conviction of sin. 
Talk to him, reason with him, argue with him 
but you can never by these methods bring him to 
accept Jesus Christ as his Saviour. On the other 
hand, take appropriate verses from the Scriptures; 
those.which state the fact of sin and its conse- 
quences, the need of forgiveness, and pardon through 
faith in Jesus Christ and the sustaining and keep- 
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ing power which He alone offers. While human 
arguments will inevitably fail the words of the 
Scriptures will, by the power and presence of the 
Holy Spirit, bring conviction, repentance, accept- 
ance and peace. What human reason can never do 
the Bible has done in the past and continues to do 
today—because it is just what it claims to be, the 
inspired Word of God. 


Paul recognized this pitfall when he went to 
Corinth: “And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God..... And 
my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power: That your faith should 
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power 


of God.” 


One can be a Christian but find his testimony 
impaired and the nerve of spiritual power cut 
because he fails to recognize that his weapons are 
supernatural and completely trustworthy. 


The answer comes to the humbled mind through 
seeking prayer. The proof is for the timid, or the 
valiant soul, which takes the Sword and proves 


its worth. 
—L.N.B. 


From Holy Day To Holiday— 
“Sunday Is Funday”’ 


“Sunday is Funday on C. B. S.” says the an- 
nouncer over a national radio network. Beamed at 
every home with a radio playing on Sunday, coast- 
to-coast and often around the world through the 
facilities of the armed forces radio services, this 


C. B. S. boast is a flagrant fling at the holy Sabbath — 


Day. 


Is it not typical, however, of so much that is 
going on in our time and in our own land? Long 
the case in the Continental observance of Sunday, 
this desecration of God’s Day has contributed di- 
rectly to a further loss of morals and spirituality 
among many of Europe’s peoples. 


Perhaps we cringe at such blandness as this radio 
statement, now being used as a catchphrase in adver- 
tising Sunday radio programs, because it is too 
outright, too frank, too defiant. 


But, remove that particular statement from the 
air, and Sunday will not cease to be funday over 
this and other radio networks for those who listen 
to its programs. The desecration still exists, only 
the boast is gone. 


Like many Christians, some of the national net- 
works seem to have the idea that after giving the 
morning of the Sabbath to the Lord, He will not 


mind if the rest of the day is spent in one’s own 


pleasures. 


Why do CBS and other networks broadcast 
Sunday morning gospel hours and church services? 
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Because of the demand. Why do they broadcast 
worldly programs the rest of the day, culminating 
in their supposedly “best” the most highly adver- 
tised programs at exactly the same time as most 


churches are holding evening services? No doubt, 
because of the demand. 


Many a church member who would not dream 
of staying away from services to go to a movie 
theater on Sunday, will settle down by the Sunday 
evening radio in his own private home and “relax” 
for several hours of entertainment. Is that anything 
but seeking one’s own pleasure? 


Is there not a direct connection between this and 
the poor attendance at so many evening church 
services? Or for the lack of any evening service 
in a great many churches? 


We do not believe this is the only reason, but 
we do believe it is one which contributes much to 
poor church attendance. Generally overlooked in 
the evils which cause such widespread transgression 
of the Sabbath, the family radio has supplanted the 
family altar in many cases, 


Finally, of course, this matter of Sunday radio 
programs is just another part of the whole—Sabbath 
desecration is sin and let us beware of it (as of all 
sin) and of such boasts as “Sunday is Funday.” 

—A. D. R. 


Militant Unitarianism 


In recent weeks, in at least three Southern cities, 
Unitarian pastors have seen fit to publicly chal- 
lenge evangelical Christian doctrines. Whether this 
is a resurgence of Unitarianism we do not know 
but it is evident that these pastors are, at least, 
becoming more vocal and also more assured. 


The pastor of one Unitarian church, in advertis- 
ing his service for the coming Sunday, ended with 
these words— 


“Unitarians don’t try to make converts of 
Catholics or Protestants but appeal rather to 
the thousands of people who have thought 
their way out of the older faiths and want to 
think, religiously, for themselves. Perhaps you 
are a Unitarian without knowing it.” 


How true it is that many have “thought their way 
out of the older faiths.” The substitution of human 
reason for faith leads inevitably to the denial of 
spiritual truth and the end-result is a man-made 
religion, not the supernatural religion of Jesus 
Christ. 


“Perhaps you are a Unitarian without knowing 
it.’—In no phase of life is clear thinking needed 
as much as in the matter of Christian faith. This 
thinking must be based on faith in God’s revelation 
to man, rather than man’s seeking for God. With- 
out this fundamental concept any and every kind 
of error can find entrance. 


Instructed Christians are those who have a reason 


for their faith, a reason based in divine revelation. 
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Having rejected the factual record and the doctrinal 
teachings of the Bible the Unitarian has “thought 
his way out” of true Christianity. He finds himself 
in the pitiable position of trying to follow a human 
example whereas he needs the redeeming work of 
the divine Son of God and the regenerating power 
of the Holy Spirit. 


If Unitarianism is becoming more militant in 
our time it may be in part because it sees through 
the evasions of so-called modernism and recognizes 
how close to the Unitarian position are those who 
deny the virgin birth of our Lord, the records of 
His miracles, His vicarious atonement and His 
bodily resurrection, for to deny these cardinal truths 
of Christianity is to take a decisive step in the 
denial of the Christian faith; and that is Unitarian- 
ism. —L.N.B. 


EARLY CHRISTIAN CREEDS, by J. N. D. Kelly. 
Longmans. Dr. Kelly of Oxford has made available 
tu the English reading world the results of recent 
continental research in the origin of the Apostles’ 
Creed. The book is especially valuable in presenting 
the New Testament background of the creeds, and 
the need for credal developments in connection with 
worship, evangelistic preaching, catechising, baptiz- 
ing, etc. The interrogatory creed is found in Hippo- 


lytus, Apostolic Traditions 217 and must come from 
the second century. On the whole, however, the 
book is a bit weak on its treatment of his second 
century. A valuable study in the historical origins 


of the creed. —Wm. C. R. 


THE ORIGINALITY OF ST. MATTHEW, A 
Critique of the Two Document Hypothesis, by B. C. 
Butler. Cambridge. A generation ago the two docu- 
ment hypothesis of the origin of the first three gos- 
pels was generally held. Some used it to date Mat- 
thew late and to deny it to the Apostle Matthew. 
More recently, UR-Markus has given place in the 
thinking of many to Mark; and this volume would 
replace Q with an aramaic Matthew. Papias testi- 
fied that Matthew wrote the sayings of Jesus in 
aramaic and each interpreted them as he could. Now 
the present Matthew is largely five discourses of 
Jesus each closing with the words, “and it came to 
pass when Jesus had ended His sayings.” Butler 
holds that this aramaic original was written by the 
middle of the first century by Matthew and dupli- 
cated for the other apostles so that Peter had it be- 
side him when he dictated Mark in popular form 
to John Mark who put the second gospel in Greek. 
The thesis is carefully documented and is a study 
that will call for a full reconsideration of the place 
of the First Gospel. —Wnm. C. R. 


Great Books For The Christian Library 


Crowded To 
Christ 


L. E. Maxwell 
An inspiring 
call to Chris- 
tian service, 
the course of 
sanctification 
and rea! 
dependence 
upon God. 


$3.00 


Bible Survey 
William 


Hendriksen 


An invaluable 
guide for ex- 
tending and 

securing a 
knowledge of 
the Bible. 
516 pages. 


$4.50 


Sons Of Our Hope Of 
Adam Survival 
Samuel M. George L. 
Zwemer Murray 
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$2.00 $1.50 
Studies In 
Theology Stories Of 
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The Person . man drama in 
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The Truth 


About 
The Mormons 


By Rev. J. W. Hassell, Th.D. 


“Joseph Smith, Jr., the prophet and seer of 
the Lord, has done more (save Jesus only) for 
the salvation of men in this world than any other 
man that ever lived in it.” 


So runs the claim of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints as set forth in their Doctrine 
and Covenants, Section CXI, 3, one of the official 
documents of that body. 


Three reasons are urged for this contention: 
First, that Smith produced The Book of Mormon, 
the “revelations” of the Doctrine and Covenants, 
and many other wise documents; second, that he 
founded a city and a church; and third, that “he 
lived great and died great.” 


How great he was and the church that he 


founded may be judged from what follows. 


Those who knew Joseph Smith, Junior, best 
described him as being like his parents and grand- 
parents, superstitious, lazy and wholly lacking in 
honor and veracity. The following declaration was 
a by sixty-two residents of Palmyra, New 

ork: 


“We, the undersigned, have been acquainted with 
the Smith family for a number of years, while they 
resided near this place, and we have no hesitation 
in saying that we consider them destitute of that 


moral character which ought to entitle them to 


the confidence of any community. . . . Joseph 
Smith, Sr., and his son Joseph were, in particular, 
considered entirely destitute of moral character and 
addicted to vicious habits.” (Snowden, p.47) 


Himself a polygamist, having 28 wives, Joseph 
Smith, Jr., organized the Church of Latter-Day 
Saints, commonly known as Mormons. Years later 
for the practice of polygamy, and for rebellion 
against the United States government, the Mormon 
church was disincorporated by Congress; and in 
1890 the Supreme Court declared the church to be 
an organized rebellion. 
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Organized as a church at Fayetee, N. Y., in 
1830, the Saints early came into collision with 
the law and were forced to flee, first into Ohio, 
thence to Missouri, next to Illinois, and finally 
to Utah which has been their home since 1847. 


From their Utah Headquarters the Mormons 
send out their missionaries in pairs, and these may 
often be seen in our Eastern states going from 
door to door trying to win converts to their way 
of belief: Many study groups have been organized 
and a number of beautiful temples have been built. 
A well organized missionary propaganda is being 
pursued in order to establish themselves in the 
east. 


America is still a religiously free land, and people 
are at liberty to believe as they see fit. For this 
we are deeply grateful. But there is also a grave 
danger in the exercise of this freedom, for we can- 
not escape whatever evil there may be lurking in 
our choice. The following facts therefore should 
be seriously pondered, especially by those persons 
inclined to lend a sympathetic ear to the Mormon 
message. Let it be said at the outset that what 
is here set down does not rise out of prejudice, but 
is a matter of historical record. Every statement can 
be easily verified. Let us take a look at the facts. 


I. THe Book Or Mormon 


This is the Mormon Bible although the Mor- 
mons affect a belief also in the Christian Bible. 
Joseph Smith, Jr., claimed that it was given him by 
an angel and engraved on golden plates written 
in reformed Egyptian. Of this claim no proof what- 
ever is offered except the bare word of a man dis- 
tinguished for deception and fraud. The Mormons 
do indeed submit a sworn statement of several men 
that they had seen the plates, but three of them 
later confessed that this was not true, while another 
explained that he had seen them only with the eye 
of faith. 


As for the contents of the book itself, the Schaff- 
Herzogg Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge 
says: “It is tedious, devoid of taste, poetic grace, 
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depth of thought, exhibiting no religious inspiration 
or moral earnestness. Another writer says that it 
“bristles with absurdities, anachronisms, plagiarisms 
and grammatical mazes through which the reader 
wanders interminably as in a bad dream.” No 
more pleasing relief can be imagined than that of 
turning from this endless and senseless repetition 
of war and blood to the sweet, clear, soothing 


harmony of the Word of God. 


Such anachronisms as the following are found 
throughout the book. The name Jesus Christ is put 
into the mouth of people who lived 600 years before 
Christ. He is called there “the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sins of the world.” The New 
Testament atonement is fully explained. Christ’s 
crucifixion, the resurrection three days later, and 
the after appearances are all described. We have 
such expressions as “‘the lake of fire and brimstone ;” 
“the gift of the Holy Ghost;” “The Bible;” “the 
same yesterday, today and forever;”’ “the gospel 
of Jesus Christ;” “the natural branches of the 
olive tree’’—all of them New ‘Testament terms, 
and all of them used 600 years before Christ was 
born! We even have a quotation from Shakespeare 
(2 Nephi 1:14) which the bard wrote nearly 
2,000 years later!!! 


All of this would have an understandable parallel 
should we say that the Apostle Paul spoke over 
the radio from a broadcasting station in Rome 
in the year 60 A.D. or that Cicero was a reporter 
for the New York Times! 


II. Some Or THe Mormon DOctTrings 


1. GOD. The most important article in any 
religious creed relates to God. What does the 
Church of Latter-Day Saints believe about God? 
Or, more correctly, about the gods? for the Mor- 
mons believe in many gods, Brigham Young, the 
organizer of Mormonism, and its chief spokesman 
for a generation said: “How many gods there 
are | do not know.” (Discourses, p.34). 


Moreover, these gods are in every respect like 
human beings. They retain their fleshly parts and 
passions, sexual organs and appetites, continuing on 
throughout eternity begetting children by polygam- 
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ous marriages. Brigham Young says again: ‘“There 
is no other God in heaven but that God who has 
flesh and bones.” ( Discourses). 


To the Mormon every god has his own peculiar 
sphere of dominion. The god of our world is none 
other than Adam, speaking of whom Young said 
again: “He is our Father and our God, and the 
only God with whom we have to do.” (Enc. Brit.) 


2. Curist. From the above we are not surprised 
to learn that the Mormons believe Christ a fleshly 
being like to his father god Adam. This is shocking 
enough, but when they say that Jesus was the 
polygamous husband of Mary and Martha and the 
other Mary, all married to him at the wedding at 
Cana in Galilee, in order that he might “see his 
seed before he was crucified,”’ (Apostle Orson Hyde, 
Sermon 3) the Mormon creed reaches the height 
of supreme blasphemy. 


3. THe Docrrine Or Man. In the Mormon 
creed men and the gods belong to one and the 
same order. The gods spend their time with their 
polygamous wives begetting countless little spirits 
which fill the air round about us. The highest glory 
of woman, and the supreme duty of man is to pro- 
vide “tabernacles” of flesh for these helpless little 
spirits. In short, man’s business on earth is to beget 
children; and the more children he begets the more 
perfect he is. Hence the doctrine of polygamy, or 
celestial marriage. 


4. Potycamy. The modern Morman claims 
that his church has completely abandoned the doc- 
trine and practice of plural wives. But how is such 
a thing possible? The very heart and soul of 
Mormonism is polygamy. If the Mormon points 
to the fact that even his Book of Mormon teaches 
monogamy, and that polygamy is therefore no 
necessary part of their creed, we reply that the 
Mormon creed does not come from their Book but 
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from the practice of their Prophet Joseph Smith, 

r., and his associate leaders and successors. Smith 
himself had 28 wives; Brigham Young, 27; J. 
M. Grant, 5; Ezra T. Benson, 4; P. P. Pratt, 9; 
Wilford Woodruff, 5; H. C. Kimball, 18, etc. 
All these men were the top-notch leaders of 
Mormonism and its chief exponents for 60 years. 
Indeed, so general was the practice of celestial 
marriage as an article of Mormon creed that in 
1884 over 1,000 men were sentenced to the peni- 
tentiary for infraction of the federal law forbidding 
it. (Schaff-Herzogg Enc. VIII, p.11). 


Moreover, that the doctrine of plural marriage 
is vital to the very nature of Mormonism, and that 
belief in it cannot be surrendered without destroy- 
ing Mormonism itself, may be seen from the claim 
that the doctrine was a revelation from heaven. 
This is said to have been handed down to Smith 
in 1843. It was published as a principal doctrine 
of the church in Salt Lake City, Utah, in 1852, 
and thenceforth became a law of the church. The 
revelation reads in parts as follows: 


“Verily thus saith the Lord unto you, my ser- 
vant Joseph, that inasmuch as you have inquired 
of my hand . . . as touching the principle and doc- 
trine of their having many wives and concubines. 
(That is, certain Old Testament characters: ) 


“Behold and lo, I am the Lord thy God, and 


will answer thee as touching this matter: 


“Therefore prepare thy heart to receive and obey 
the instructions which I am about to give unto you; 
for all those who have the law revealed unto them 
must obey the same; 


“For behold! I reveal unto you a new and ever- 
lasting covenant; and if ye abide not that covenant, 
then are ye damned; for no one can reject this 
covenant, and be permitted to enter into my glory. 


“If he (any man) have ten virgins given unto 
him by this law, he cannot commit adultery, for 
they belong to him, and they are given unto him, 
therefore is he justified.” 


Such is the alleged revelation given by God to 
Smith concerning polygamy. 
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Now in the face of such commands from high 
heaven, how can the Mormons reject polygamy? 
The truth is, they do not reject it—except perhaps 
in open practice. From 1860 to 1885 these people 
disregarded, and even resisted, numerous federal 
laws prohibiting plural marriages. And even in the 
final famous manifesto of President Wilford Wood- 
ruff, made in 1885, in which he was forced to pro- 
claim publicly the Church’s position on marriage, 
he said: 


“The war is openly and undisguisedly made upon 
our religion. .. . 


“We did not reveal celestial marriage. We can- 
not withdraw or renounce it. God revealed it, 
and he has promised to maintain it and to bless those 
who obey it. Whatever fate then may threaten us, 
there is but one course for men of God to take; that 
is to keep inviolate the holy covenants they have 
made in the presence of God and angels.” 


Now one of three things is certainly true: 


1. Admitting the alleged “revelation” on poly- 
gamy to be a genuine deliverance from God, it fol- 
lows that all bachelors and monogamists are 
damned; or 


2. In view of the United States federal law 
prohibiting plural marriages, God has changed his 
mind ; or 

3. Joseph Smith, Jr., was a fraud and the alleged 
“revelation” a pure fabrication. 
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No, the Mormons cannot give up belief in 
plural marriage without ceasing to be Mormons. 
To surrender this article of faith is to repudiate 
Joseph Smith, Jr., their Prophet, Brigham Young, 
their organizer and spokesman, together with every 
leader, President, Mormon Apostle and elder for 
the first 80 years of Mormonism. 


III. THe Mormons ANp Crvit GovERNMENT 


The story of the relation of the Mormons with 
the civil authorities is an unbroken record of reb- 
bellion. This was especially true in the counties 
of Carroll, Caldwell, and Daviess, in Missouri, and 
later in Utah where their settled attitude for fifty 
years was defiance of the federal government. 
When Washington threatened to send troops to 
subdue the rebel church, Governor Brigham Young 
said in a public address: “We have got a terri- 
torial government, and I am and will be governor, 
and no power can hinder it. .... Come on with 
your knives, your swords and your faggots of fire, 
and destroy the whole of us rather than we will 
forsake our religion.” (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 
I, p. 187). These words represent the fixed policy 
of the Mormons toward governmental authority. 


Moreover this rebel church was fostered and 
protected by a cunning and deadly system of 
espionage and crime. “I am justified,’ said Cong- 
ressman Cradlebaugh in the House of Representa- 
tives, “in charging that the Mormons are guilty, 
and that the Mormon church is guilty of the 
crimes of murder and robbery as taught in their 
books of faith.” (Linn, p. 453). 
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Judge P. E. Brocchus, Associate Justice of Utah 
wrote to a friend in 1883, “How it will all end 
I do not know . . . I am in the power of a desperate 
and murderous sect.”’ (Ibid. p. 464). 


Indeed, Utah Mormon history is full of countless 
well authenticated cases of robbery and murder and 
lesser crimes. Especially embarrassing to the Saints 
is the notorious Mountain Meadows Massacre in 
Utah on September 11, 1857, when about 125 
harmless emigrants were brutally slain by the 
Mormons, as the travellers were on their way from 
Arkansas to California. 


Such is a brief summary of some of the doctrines 
and criminal practices of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints. 


Here is a religious sect which in time past 
acknowledged allegiance to no civil government, 
fraudulently claiming a new, divinely inspired book, 
- brought into submission only by military force; 
with a creed whose main tenets include polytheism 
and polygamy—fanatical, desperate, determined, 
devoid of moral conscience, including in its history 
all manner of crimes, which the leaders justify by 
alleged revelations from heaven. 


We are ready to agree that this is a religion. But 
it is certainly not the religion of the Bible, and of 
Christ, and of God. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR APRIL 6 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


A Fellowship of Many Followers 


Scripture: John 15:1-9; Romans 16:1-27; 
Philippians 2:12-17; Colossians 4:7-18. De- 


votional Reading: Revelation 7:9-17. 


The picture we get in Revelation 7:9-17 is that of the whole body of the redeemed and glorified Church 
as she will one day be gathered in heaven. It is indeed a beautiful picture. 

(1) There are many people, a multitude whom no man can number. God promised Abraham that his 
seed should be as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore, and this has been fulfilled in more 
ways than one. The Jewish nation fulfilled it. By faith, we also are the children of Abraham, and so the 


Church is also a fulfillment of that promise. In 
Isaiah 53:11 the prophet says, “He shall see of 
the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied.” He 
is to bring many sons into glory. In Revelation we 
see these “many sons.” 


(2) This great multitude have come from all 
nations, peoples, and tongues under heaven. As 
Jesus said, They shall come from the North, South, 
East, and West. This is being fulfilled today as 
the missionaries are gathering them in from all 
nations of the earth. 


(3) This is a Redeemed, and Purified Multi- 
tude: they have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 


(4) They have come there through Great Tribu- 
lation. God’s people do not have an easy road to 
travel; many are poor, persecuted, suffering men 
and women who have had heartaches, tears and 
trials in this life. 


(5) They are a Busy Multitude, for they are 
serving Him day and night in His temple. Their 
place of rest is not a place of idleness, but of 
service. 


(6) They are a perfectly satisfied and happy 
Multitude, free from all troubles, trials, and tears, 
singing praises to the God Who has redeemed 
them. 


In this picture we have the Consummation of 
the Plan of Salvation, a blessed and eternal fellow- 


ship of the whole body of the Church. 


But even here and now, on earth, in the midst 
of the limitations and imperfections of earth, we 
still have a Fellowship of Believers which is very 
real and beautiful, a foretaste of the perfect fel- 
lowship spoken of in Revelation. It is about this 
fellowship that we study now. 


I. Many Followers, But One in 
Fellowship: John 15:1-9 


“IT am the vine”: There are not half a dozen 
vines, only One. There are not half a dozen 
saviours of men; there is only ONE SAviour. 


Some are trying to tell us that there are many 
different ways, and many different leaders, who 
can bring us to God. They would have us believe 
that Judaism is one way, Mohammedanism, an- 
other; Buddhism a third. There is none other 
Name under heaven, given among men whereby 
we must be saved; there is only ONE Door, ONE 
SHEPHERD, ONE VINE. “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life; no man cometh unto the Father 
but by me.” 


“My Father is the husbandman’”’; one God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Here we see 
the close relationship between the Father and the 
Son. 


“Ye are the branches.”’ A vine has many branches; 
there are many branches of the Church. I am glad 
that our Church recognizes all those who are true 
believers as being parts of the one Church. I 
feel sure, also, that many small branches are much 
better than one big branch. Some, today, are insist- 
ing that all the small branches get together and 
form one big Church. I believe that this would 
be a major disaster for the Church. ONE VINE, but 
Many branches is best for the grape vine, and best 
for the Church. If the different denominations will 
remember that they are all parts of the Body of 
Christ, and work together, we will have more 
and better work done than we would if there was 
but one denomination. 


God, the Husbandman, has to prune the branch- 
es. If a branch is not bearing fruit, He takes it 
away. “I will remove thy candlestick,” writes the 
Head of the Church in His letters to the churches. 
This has been done in very drastic and dramatic 
ways at times. Heathen nations, false religions, and 
false philosophies have been used to “purge” the 
Church. Communism, one of the worst of these 
scourges, is raging now. It arose in a land where 
the branch of the Church had ceased to be fruit- 
ful. Sometimes this pruning is for the purpose of 
producing more fruit. | was at Valdese once at 
a meeting of Presbytery, and was shown some of 
the vineyards where the vines had been closely 
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cut in order to make more and better fruit. God 
grant that the pruning of the Church in Korea, 
China, and elsewhere, may be of this nature, and 
not the removing of the candlestick altogether! 


It is absolutely necessary that the branch abide 
in the vine. Apart from the vine it has no life or 
fruitfulness. Whenever a Christian church cuts 
itself off from Christ, it is no longer Christian; it 
is dead and useless. Fruit, more fruit, much fruit, 
fruit that abides: these words and phrases express 
the ideal for the Church. 


This is a very beautiful figure, and if we keep 
it in mind, it will enable us to have a clearer 
view of the nature of the church. It is love that 
unites the vine and the branches, just as the sap 
flows through the vine and its branches. (see verse 


9) 


II. One Fellowship, but Many 
Followers: Romans 16:1-27 


In most of Paul’s letters there are personal 
messages and greetings. In this last chapter of 
Romans there are many of these. Paul had many 
friends in Rome and he sends them his love, with 
words of encouragement. 


Notice the prominence of women in the church. 
The first one mentioned is Phebe, “our sister,” a 
servant of the church at Cenchrea; “she hath been 
a succourer of many, and of myself also.” Priscilla 
is another, and so on throughout the chapter. Faith- 
ful women ministered to Christ when He was on 
earth, and these faithful “sisters” were among the 
most honored and used of all the early Christians. 
All through the history of the Church the same 
thing has been true. Today the “Women of the 
Church” and other organizations have a large 
share in the work of spreading the Gospel. 


These are but ordinary men and women, and 
vet they have won for themselves the honor of being 
noticed by the great apostle and their names re- 
corded in the Word of God. If we will turn back 
to the Old Testament we will find that the same 
rule is followed there. God does not allow ordinary 
people to be lost in the crowd. Each person is an 
individual and valuable unit. I am poor and needy, 
yet the Lord thinketh upon me. 


These messages are personal and encouraging, 
and throw a flood of light on the character of 
Paul. There is a lesson for all of us who desire 
to be pastors, as well as preachers. 


There is a variety in Christians. We -are told 
that no two leaves on a tree are exactly alike. Cer- 
tainly Christians are of many types, dispositions, 
varieties. All are followers; all are “saints”. Be- 
ware of putting a few in a favored place. God 
makes no such distinctions. 


III. One Fellowship, Many 
Followers, but One Purpose: 


“Shine as lights in the world”: Philippians 
2:12-17. 
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“T am the Light of the world”: “Ye are the 
light of the world.” 


Several things contribute to the brightness of our 
shining: 


(1) Working: Work out—while God works in 
us. The light must shine; not be put under a bushel. 
God gives the oil of His Spirit, but we must keep 
the wick trimmed and the chimney clean. 


(2) No murmuring or disputing. Nothing 
keeps the church from shining more than quarreling 
among ourselves in the church. 


(3) Be blameless and harmless. We are living 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation. The 
world is dark, dark with sin; all the more reason 
for us to let our light shine. 


(4) Hold fast the Word of Life. We cannot 
shine unless we have the truth within us: Thy 


Word is truth. 


Il’. Many Followers, One Fellowship, 
Many Helpers: Colossians 4+:7-18 


As in his letter to the Romans, Paul is speaking 
here to individuals. He is recognizing the valuable 
help that his fellow Christians have rendered. 
Notice the words used: “Faithful minister and 
fellow servant”: “A faithful and beloved brother’ ; 
“My fellow prisoner”; “Fellow workers”; “he hath 
a great zeal’; “Luke, the beloved physician’; 
“Take heed to thy ministry.” Each one can help. 
Great Heart is one of the best characters in Pil- 
grim’s Progress, he was always helping somebody. 
When we help others, we help Christ. 
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Christ Is Life 


“With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation!” This was the song of Isaiah of old, and 
the words were sung by the children of Israel as they looked forward to that day when Jehovah would 
become their salvation, when the fountain of living waters would flow that they might drink and never 
thirst again. At the close of the feast of the tabernacles as recounted in John’s gospel, even while the notes 
of the song were echoing in the hearts of priest and people, Jesus stood in the midst of them and cried, “If 


any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.” 
Thus He was saying in effect, “I am the fulfill- 
ment of the song of the prophet Isaiah; I am the 
fountain of living water; I am the life for which 
you have been longing!” 


He had said to the woman of Samaria, “If thou 
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith 
to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have 
asked of him, and he would have given thee 
living water . .. . Whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him 
as a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life.” The living water; the water of life was in 


Himself, for He is life! 


When the hungry multitudes searched out the 
Lord, desiring bread (for they had seen Him multi- 
ply the loaves and fish and feed those thousands who 
hungered before), the Saviour said to them, “Labour 
not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat 
(or food) which endureth unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of man shall give you. . . For the 
bread of God is he which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” When 
they cried, “Lord, evermore give us this bread ;” 
He answered, “I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger.’ The bread He 
offered and in which there was life was Himself, 
broken for sinners, offered to them that believe. 


Jesus said to the scribes and Pharisees, “Ye will 
not come to me that ye might have life.” Already 
He had said to them, “For as the Father hath life 
in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life 
in himself.” Not just that the Son had life; but 
that as the Father was life in himself, so the Son 
was life! “In Him was life; and his life was the 
light of men.” To have life, men must come to 
the very source of life, which source of life is 


Christ. 


When death had come to the home of Mary 
and Martha and taken away their brother Lazarus, 
Jesus said unto Martha: “I am the resurrection, 
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die.” In order that 
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they might believe and that they might behold 
the glory of God, He stood beside the tomb and 
cried: “Lazarus, come forth!” At the sound of 
the Saviour’s voice, Lazarus came forth, for He 
who was the very source of life had spoken! 


Christ is life! Not only is He the water of life, 
the bread of life, the light of life, the Lord of 
life, and the giver of life, but He is life! All who 
would have life must come to Him. Jesus said, 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish. .. . ’”’ As He approached 
the throne of His Father to plead for His sheep 
He prayed: “As thou hast given him power over 
all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou hast given him; and this is life eternal, 
that they might know thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 


In John’s first epistle he phrases it thus: “And 
this is the record , that God has given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the 
Son hath life: and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life.” To refuse Christ is to refuse 
life, for He is the life. The eternal life offered 
to us in the Word of God is in Jesus Christ. “As 
many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name.” Partakers of divine life, made 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ, 
born from above to live eternally through faith 


in the Son of God! 


Moses set before the people of Israel this chal- 
lenge, and I pass it on for every heart to consider: 
“T call heaven and earth to record this day against 
you, that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that 
both thou and thy seed may live: that thou mayest 
love the Lord thy God, and that thou mayest 
cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length 
of thy days.” He is thy life! “Christ in you the 
the hope of glory!” Believe and live! 
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10,000 Expected To Attend 
1954 Atlanta Men’s Convention; 
New Men’s Officers Elected 


Decatur, Ga.(PN—Plans for possibly the larg- 
est men’s convention ever held by any denomination 
have been tentatively set by the Assembly’s Men’s 
Council for October 22-24, 1954 with a goal of 
10,000 men attending in Atlanta’s Municipal Audi- 
torium., 


Meeting in a three-day session, the council also 
voted to cease sponsoring its Montreat men’s con- 
ference after the July 10-13 meeting this year. 
In taking this action, the council urged Synod men’s 
councils to promote and plan their own Synod con- 
ferences with the possibility of using Montreat for 
a training school of Synod and Presbytery men’s 
officers. 


At the closing session, held in North Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga., the council 
elected the following officers for 1952-53: 


Emile Dieth, New Orleans, La., president; 
Royall R. Brown, Winston-Salem, N. C., first 
vice president; Grant Webster, Bellaire, Tex., 
second vice president; E. C. Hammond, Atlanta, 
secretary; Dr. W. F. Writright, Charleston, W. 


Va., treasurer. 


The following committee was appointed to make 
further plans for the 1954 convention: 


J. E. Dews, Forrest City, Ark., chairman; Dr. 
J. G. Patton Jr., Decatur, Ga.; Rev. Thomas H. 
Talbot, Longview, Tex.; Nat K. Reiney, Lewis- 
burg, Tenn.; Gov.-elect Robert F. Kennon of 
Louisiana. Advisory members: Dr. J. §. Patterson 
and Clint Harris. 


McLauchlins Give Inspiring 


Report On Mission Work 
Fla.—Dr. and Mrs. W. C. Mc- 


Lauchlin, missionaries to’China (who have been 
working among the Chinese in Kobe, Japan since 
missionaries were tossed out of China) have been 
visiting in the Maitland Presbyterian Church and 
bringing stirring messages. 


Mrs. McLauchlin spoke at Youth services and 
Dr. McLauchlin gave sermons on missions. The 
couple first went to China in 1916. 


Greenbrier Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Greenbrier (W. Va.) will 
meet in the Ronceverte, W. Va., Presbyterian 
Church April 15 at 2 p. m. The closing session will 
be held April 16. 
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Lawrence Bottoms 


Bottoms Reports Extensive 
Speaking Program 


The Rev. Lawrence Bottoms, assistant in the 
division of Negro work, Board of Church Exten- 
sion, has filled a number of speaking engagements 
recently in the absence of Dr. Alex Batchelor who 
is recuperating from a major operation. 


In Atlanta recently, Mr. Bottoms explained the 
Negro work program to the Berean Bible Class at 
the First Presbyterian Church. Following Mr. 
Bottoms’ address the class subscribed $250 to the 
Scribner Scholarship Fund for Negro candidates 
to the ministry. The class had already provided $30 
for one Negro young person to attend a confer- 
ence this summer. 


In March Bottoms talked to the college youth 
group at First Presbyterian Church, Athens, Ga. 
(University of Georgia campus) where the Rev. 
Harmon Ramsey is pastor. Later he spoke to the 
men of the First Church, Greenville, S$. C. (dinner 
meeting), to a young adult group at Central Presby- 
terian, Atlanta, and to women of First Presbyterian, 


Fort Worth, Tex. 


Dr. Jesse Barbour, new head of the department 
for Negro work, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
(northern) invited Bottoms to a workers confer- 
ence held recently at Johnson C. Smith College 
and Seminary, Charlotte, N. C. Bottoms presented 
the Negro program of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. and read fraternal greetings. 


Bottoms’ office is in the Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta, Ga. Prior to becoming assistant in the 


